Table Talk

Spiritual Conversation Starters for Families

Matthew 3:1-16:  Week of January 1, 2012
1.What does it mean to repent of your sins?

2.How do John the Baptist help set the stage for Jesus’ ministry?

3.Why was John the Baptist so hard on the Pharisees and Sadducees?

4.Who are today's Pharisees and Sadducees?

5.What does it mean to be baptized?

6.Why was Jesus baptized?

7.Why did God speak to the crowd about Jesus?

8.Have you been baptized?  Do you feel that now is the time to be baptized?

Family Activity:  Family members who have been baptized can share their baptism experience.  For those who are ready to be baptized, that special experience can be shared as a family.
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Digging Deeper

Sermon Follow Up Study for Individuals, Couples, and Groups
Matthew 3:1-23:  Week of January 1, 2012
1.Why would anyone go out of their way to hear this radical John the Baptist preach?  Who do they think he was (2 Kings 1:8)?

2.How would you paraphrase John's message for people today?

3.What angered John so much about the Pharisees and Sadducees? 

4.What do the images of judgment mean:  The coming wrath?  The ax? The fire? The winnowing fork?

5.How do John's and Jesus’ ministries compare?

6.Why did Jesus, who was without sin, come to John to be baptized?  What “righteousness” did he fulfill (Isaiah 53:12)?

7.What you think vs. 17 meant to Jesus?  How does this set the stage for his ministry?

8.Who has been a John the Baptist in your life?  How did he or she prepare you to meet Jesus?

9.Who are today's Pharisees and Sadducees?
10.How was repentance linked to your experience of salvation?  Where does repentance still need to happen in your life?
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